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INTRODUCTION. 


I 


TH  E  Prefident  and  College  of  Phy- 
ficians,  having  with  great  Care ,  Pains , 
and  Indufiry ,  revifed ,  correhled^  and 
reformed  their  Pharmacopeia 
preferring  and  directing  the  Manner  of 
preparing  all  Sorts  of  Medicines ,  &c.  and  hav¬ 
ing  lately  publifhed  the  faid  Book. 

And  His  Majefty  having  thought  fit,  by 
and  with  the  Advice  of  his  Privy -Council to 
enforce  the  Obfervance  of  it ,  by  the  Publication 
of  an  Order,  prefixed  to  the  faid  Book,  re¬ 
quiring^  charging ,  and  commanding  all  and  fin- 
gular  Apothecaries ,  and  others ,  not  to  compound 
or  make  any  Medicine ,  or  Medicinal  Receipt  or 
Prefcription ,  &c.  z/z  zz/zjy  Manner  or  Form 
than  is  directed  by  the  faid  Book , 


And  farther,  as  the  Eftablifhing  the  general 
Ufe  of  this  Book ,  is  intended  to  prevent  all  De¬ 
ceits r.  Differences ,  Incertainties ,  z/z  the  mak¬ 

ing  or  compounding  of  Medicines ,  z/z  which  the 
hives  and  Healths  of  his  Majefifs  Subjects , 
fo  highly  concerned , 


Commonly  called  the  Difpenfatory. 

B 


It 
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It  is  certainly  the  Duty  of  every  honeft: 
Apothecary,  and  of  every  honeft  and  good 
Subject  concerned  in  the  making  or  com¬ 
pounding  of  Medicines,  ftridlly  to  conform 
himfelf  to  the  Directions  contained  in  it,  both 
as  to  the  Materials,  as  well  as  the  Manner  and 
Form  of  making  and  compounding  them. 

The  Phyficians  had  Reafon  fufficient  for 
foiiciting  and  procuring  this  Order  of  Coun¬ 
cil,  in  as  much  as  their  Reputations,  and  the 
Succefs  of  their  Practice,  depend  upon  the 
faithful  Compofition  and  Goodnefs  of  the  Me¬ 
dicines  they  diredt  j  and  I  heartily  v/ifti  it 
might  be  able  to  anfwer  their  Purpofe,  and 
that  all  People  would  pay  Obedience  to  it: 
But  if  we  may  form  a  judgment  of  what  is 
likely  to  happen,  from  what  has  been  the 
Cafe  in  Times  pail,  1  fear  they  will  need  fome 
ftronger  Security  againft  the  Deceits a  Differ¬ 
ences ,  and  Incertainties ,  they  have  fo  much 
Caufe  to  be  apprehenfive  of. 

But  what  is  of  higher  Confequence,  is,  that 
the  Lives  and  Healths  of  his  'Majeflf  s  Subjects 
are  concerned  in  it ;  And  therefore  the  Public, 
that  is  to  fay,  every  Perfon,  who  values  his 
own  Life  ;  every  one  who  has  a  Hufband  or 
Wife,  a  Father  or  Mother,  a  Child  or  a 
Friend  to  be  concerned  for,  have  an  indifpu- 
table  Claim  to  the  ft  range  ft  Security  they 
can  obtain,  that  they  are  not  deceived  or 

-  j 

abufed  by  the  Adminiftration  of  Mi f  'compound¬ 
ed.  Altered,  or  Adulterated  Medicines. 

There  are  three  Sorts  of  Compounded  Me¬ 
dicines  of  the  greateft  Confequence  in  their 
Operations,  as  to  the  Life,  the  Strength,  the 

Healthy 
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Health,  and  the  Eafe  of  the  Body,  I  mean 
Opiates ,  Purgatives ,  and  Mercurials  \  and,- 
therefore,  the  greateft  Accuracy  and  Care  are 
required  in  preparing  them  *  that  the  Strength 
of  them  may  be  known,  and  rightly  propor¬ 
tioned  by  the  Prefcriber.  This  is  a  Point 
of  the  greateft  Moment  •,  and  I  am  led  to 
mention  thefe  firft,  in  Regard  to  the  Fre¬ 
quency  of  their  Adminiftration  ;  their  more 
immediate  and  fenfible  Operations*  and  the 
great  Changes  they  fo  vifibly  produce  on  the 
human  Body  :  Not  but  that  others  demand 
equal  Care  and  Fidelity  with  thefe  *  whofe 
Virtues  and  Effects,  though  more  flow,  or 
lefs  difcernible  to  the  Patient  or  By-ftanders, 
are  in  general,  as  certain,  and  as  much  to  be 
depended  upon  by  the  Phyfician. 

For  the  Sake  of  the  Public,  therefore,  there 
ought  to  be  forne  ftrict  Obligation  upon  all 
Compounders  of  Difpenfatory  Medicines,  that 
they  do  not  depart  from  the  Rule  laid  down 
to  them  :  An  Obligation,  which  lliall  effec¬ 
tually  reftrain  them,  either  from  Adulterating , 
for  the  Purpofe  of  Cheapnefs  ;  or  Varying  thro 5 
any  ill- grounded  Conceit ,  the  Medicines  they  are 
directed  to  prepare  for  public  Ufe. 

But  farther.  As  all  compounded  Medicines 
owe  their  Efficacy  to  the  Simples,  which 
enter  into  their  Compofition ;  and  alfo  as 
many  of  thefe  Simples  are  frequently  pre- 
fcribed  alone  and  great  Strefs  laid  upon 
them,  in  the  Attempts  to  recover  Tenons 
from  dangerous  and  painful  Diftempers,  it  is 

*  Such  are  Opium,  Rhubarb,  Jallap,  Ipecacaanna, 
Bark,  f  c,- 
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of  the  utmoft  Importance  ;  and  both  Phyfi- 
dans  and  Patients  are  nearly  interefted,  to. 
have  a  proper  Security,  that  fuch  only  fhall 
be  ufed,  which  are  genuine*  and  in  the  great- 
eft  Perfection. 

Could  it  be  prefumed,  that  all  Com¬ 
pounders  and  Sellers  of  Medicines  had  been 
faithful  and  careful  in  Times  paft,  there  would 
be  no  Reafon  for  the  Publication  of  thefe 
Papers,  or  for  the  Requiring  better  Securities 
to  the  Public,  than  it  has  hitherto  had.  But 
it  is  too  well  known,  this  has  not  been  the 
Cafe.  For,  notwithftanding  Royal  Procla¬ 
mations,  and  Powers  of  Vifitation,  hereto¬ 
fore  publifhed  and  granted,  there  have  been 
frequent  Detections  of  had  Ingredients  ufed* 
and  of  many  v  Deceits  and  Differences  in  the 
Compofitions  of  Medicines  prefcribed  in  for* 
mer  Pharmacopoeias  ;  nor  have  the  Powers 
hitherto  granted,  been  fufficient  in  them- 
felves,  or  fufficiently  authorized  to  prevent 
the  Evil,  or  to  reach  all  the  Perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  pradifing  it ;  which  will  appear 
as  well  by  the  following  Remarks  on  what 
has  been  actually  praCtifed  upon  the  Com¬ 
pofitions  in  the  laid  Pharmacopoeia,  as  from 
the  frequent  Complaints,  made  by  the  Wri¬ 
ters  on  thefe  Subjects. 

I  muft  firft  premife,  that  the  Trade  of 
Wholefale  Medicine  making,  has  of  late  Years 
more  generally  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  Per¬ 
fons,  who  do  not  vifit  the  lick,  who  have  no 
Knowledge  of  the  Application  or  Ufe  of  Me¬ 
dicines  ;  whole  Reputations  are  but  very  re¬ 
motely  concerned  in  the  Succefs  of  them  ; 
and  who  not  being  Eye-wimeffes  to  the  ill 

Effects 
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Effects  produced  by  the  Adminiflration  of 
bad  ones,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  fuffer  mudi 
Uneafinefs  from  fuch  Confiderations. 

Multitudes  of  Druggifts  ancl  Chymifts  now 
fill  the  different  Quarters  of  the  Town.  It  is 
thefe,  who  ride  the  Countries,  either  them- 
felves,  or  their  Emiffaries,  and  fupply  the 
Apothecaries,  and  others,  over  the  greateft 
Part  of  his  Majefty’s  Dominions.  Numbers, 
if  not  almoft  all  the  little  Shops  near  London 
are  furnifhed  from  them  :  Nay,  there  are 
not  many  Apothecaries  in  Town,  who,  at 
Times,  may  not  be  under  a  Neceffity  of  ap¬ 
plying  to  thefe  People  for  Things  they  may 
happen  to  be  out  of.  So  that  there  is  not  i 
Gentleman,  or  poor  Perfon,  in  Town  or  Coun¬ 
try,  who  may  not  be  obliged,  at  one  Time 
or  other,  to  fwallow  down  their  Compofi- 
tions,  fuch  as  they  happen  to  be  :  Nor  is  it 
infrequent,  to  hear  Gentlemen  complain  of 
the  Difficulties  they  lie  under,  when  in  the 
Country,  on  this  Head. 

Vaft  Quantities  are  fent  Abroad  to  our 
Settlements  and  Factories  ;  and  there  have 
not  been  wanting  famous  Inftances  of  the  per¬ 
nicious  Effects  of  bad  Drugs  and  Medicines, 
upon  our  People,  in  fome  of  thofe  Places, 
labouring  under  dangerous,  epidemic,  and  as 
it  proved,  fatal  Difeafes.  When  one  confi- 
ders  the  Unheakhinefs  of  fome  of  thofe  Cli¬ 
mates  and  Countries,  they  are  obliged  to  vine 
or  refide  in  ;  the  S.ickneffes  which  prevail 
there,  and  the  Multitudes  of  our  Country¬ 
men  wrho  have  been  fwept  off  by  them,  it 
will  afford  a  powerful  Argument  to  all  think¬ 
ing  and  humane  Perfons ;  all  who  have  any 

Regard 
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Regard  for  our  Colonies,  our  Navy,  out 
Army,  our  Mercantile  Seamen,  our  whole 
Community,  why  this  Affair  ought  carefully 
to  be  looked  into,  and  provided  for. 

I  am  far  from  defigning  to  charge  all 
Drug-gifts,  Chymifts,  or  others,  with  Mif- 
compounding,  Falfifying,  or  Adulterating 
their  Medicines.  I  do  not  doubt,  but  there 
may  be  very  juft  and  faithful  Men  amongft 
them.  I  have  the  greateft  Reafon  to  believe, 
from  what  I  know  and  have  heard,  that  our 
Navy  is  well  ferved  ;  that  the  Army  was 
never  better,  if  fo  well  furnifhed  with  perfect 
Drugs  and  Medicines  of  all  Kinds.  There¬ 
fore  my  Obfervations  cannot  in  the  leaft  affeft 
fiich  as  thefe,  and  are  meant  only  of  others 
void  of  this  Integrity,  who  to  force  a  Trade, 
to  underfell  their  numerous  Competitors,  and 
find  a  living  perfas  aut  nefas ,  in  vending  large 
Quantities  of  Drugs  and  Medicines,  contrive 
only  how  to  make  the  laft  cheap  and  fair  to 
Appearance  ;  and  to  difpofe  of  the  former  to 
ignorant  People,  either  in  the  Condition  they 
are,  or  in  Medicinal  Compofitions ,  where  all 
their  Imperfections  are  pretty  jure  to  he  con¬ 
cealed. 

1  have  been  credibly  informed,  that  feme 
Years  fince,  when  the  Phyficians  had  obtained 
a  Bill  for  the  Confirmation  and  Extending  of 
their  Power  for  three  Years,  many  People 
were  thrown  into  fuch  a  Pannic,  from  the 
Dread  of  a  thorough  Vifitation,  as  made  them 
to  lay  down  this  Part  of  their  Trade  ;  but 
that  when  the  faid  Phyficians  proved  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  their  Application  to  Parliament  for 
a  Renewal  or  Perpetuity  of  this  Aft  $  and 
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the  Fears  of  being  vifited  were  removed  ; 
they  immediately  refumed  their  old  Traffic, 
and  have  continued  it  ever  fince,  though,  as 
may  be  prefumed  from  what  follows,  not 
much  to  the  Health  of  the  People,  or  to  the 
Advantage  of  the  fair  Trader. 


Of  Drugs,  & ?c. 

IT  is  a  Thing  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
we  receive  fo  few  Drugs  from  Abroad 
pure  and  genuine,  or  fit  to  be  ufed  in  the 
Condition  they  come. 

At  the  very  beft,  they  almoft  all  come  the 
good  and  bad  Sorts  together  ;  fo  that  great 
Integrity,  and  Care,  as  well  as  Judgment, 
are  required  to  chufe  and  feparate  one  from 
another. 

Many  of  them  are  fo  mixed  up  with  Straws, 
Sticks,  Leaves,  Seeds,  Stones,  and  Dirt, 
through  Carelefnefs,  or  Fraud,  hereby  to  in- 
creafe  their  Weight,  as  to  demand  both  Time 
and  Pains  to  feparate  and  itrain  them.  But 
it  has  been  too  general  a  Practice,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  in  Order  to  lave  the  Labour 
and  Expence  of  fo  doing  •,  to  beat  them  into 
the  moft  Capital  Compofitions  *,  with  the  other 
Ingredients  unpicked ,  and  with  all  their  Drofs 
about  them.  Nay,  what  is  worfe,  fometimes 


*  Such  as  Venice -Treacle,  Mithridate,  Diafcordium 

&c, 

►  . 
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to  beat  in  Nothing  but  the  Drofs  left  after 
Straining,  juft  to  flavour  the  Medicine  with 
the  little  Remains  of  the  true  Drug  flicking 
to  it.  Thofe  Drugs,  I  here  refer  to,  are  the 
Gums  and  Infpiffated  Juices,  particularly  O- 
plum ,  Galbanum ,  Ammoniacum ,  Opoponux ,  Sa~ 
gapenum ,  and  Ajafcetida. 

Sometimes  they  fend  from  Abroad  one 
Thing  for  another  *.  Oftentimes  the  whole 
Appearance  is  a  Cheat,  a  made-up  Compa¬ 
nion,  as  in  the  C aft  or  Pods ,  Scanmony ,  BaU 
fern  of  Tolu ,  Ptru ,  &c. 

At  other  Times,  they  are  in  a  damaged  or 
peri  fhing  State,  particularly  the  Rhubarb  * 
Bark ,  Jalaps  Cant  bar  ides ,  &c. 

And  various  are  the  Artifices  of  trimming 
the  Surfaces  of  feveral,  and  powdering  and 
colouring  them  over  with  the  Duft  of  the 
fame  Drug,  but  in  a  more  perfetft  State,  in 
Order  to  give  them  a  fpecious  Outfide,  and 
render  them  faleable. 

Drugs  when  powdered,  may  deceive 
pretty  good  Judges,  much  more  thofe  lefs 
converfant  with  them  ;  and  under  this  Form 
great  Quantities  are  vended.  Nor  has  it  been 
uncommon,  as  I  have  been  told,  to  pick  out 
the  indifferent  Pieces,  and  to  take  the  crurn- 


*  A  Difcovery  has  been  made  within  a  few  Weeks  pafl 
©f  a  very  pernicious  Root,  mixed  with  the  Gentian, 
which  has  endangered  the  Lives  of  feveral  Perfons  ufing  it 
for  Gentian  in  their  Bitters ;  throwing  them  into  a  Deli- 
hum,  Stupor,  and  Infcnfibility.  I  thought  it  neceffary 
juft  to  give  this  Hint,  as  a  Caution  to  all  Apothecaries,  to 
be  careful  in  examining  what  they  take  into  their  Shops, 
and  ufe  for  Gentian.  A  more  particular  Account  of  this 
Diko  very,  will,  as  I  am  informed,  be  fodn  made  public. 
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tied  Fragments  and  Siftings,  and  powder 
them  all  together  •,  and  unlefs  they  were  quite 
perifhed  before,  they  pafs  off  tolerably  well 
this  Way,  particularly  Rhubarb ,  Bark ,  Myrrh , 
■Jalaps  &c. 

The  fame  Thing  may  be  remarked  as  to 
Electuaries,  where  any  of  thefe  Powders 
are  ordered  to  be  mixed  in,  and  made  up 
with  Syrup,  in  which  Form  it  is  next  to 
impoffible  to  detedt  them  when  bad.  I  doubt 
not  but  many  Prefcriptions  of  the  Bark  in  this 
Form,  have  been  difcredited,  and  the  poor 
Patient  has  languiflied  under  a  tedious  Inter¬ 
mittent,  from  no  other  Caufe  but  the  bad 
Condition  of  this  moft  ufeful  Drug. 

As  it  is  a  cuflomary  Thing  with  many 
People,  for  the  Sake  of  Cheapnefs,  to  carry 
their  Receipts  to  be  made  up  at  the  hr  ft  noted 
Shop  in  their  Way,  they  ought  to  be  very 
careful  that  they  have  a  fair  Perfon  to  deal 
with,  fo  as  not  to  be  cheated  of  their  Money, 
and  their  Health  into  the  Bargain. 

The  dead  ufelefs  Refiduum  left  in  making 
the  true  Refin  of  Jalap,  powdered,  with  a  little 
of  the  frefh  Root,  is  often  fold  for  the  genuine 
Powder  of  Tala?. 

The  Salt  of  Amber,  a  moft  ufeful  Pre¬ 
paration,  is  counterfeited  by  powdering  the 
Sal-Armoniac,  and  then  giving  it  the  Colour, 
Smell,  and  Tafte  of  the  true  Salt,  by  rubbing 
a  little  of  the  Oil  of  Amber  with  it. 

The  Chymical  Oils,  of  very  great  Effi¬ 
cacy,  when  genuine,  are  adulterated  with  va¬ 
rious  Mixtures  of  Spirits  of  Wine,  Oil  of 
Almonds,  Oil  of  Turpentine,  &c.  and  require 

C  no 
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no  little  Skill  in  the  feveral  Methods  of  trying 
them,  to  detect  the  Impodtion. 

It  is  to  he  feared  there  are  many  fmall  A- 
pothecaries,  who  are  fa  little  fkilled  in  any 
Part  of  Natural  Hidory,  as  not  to  know  the 
proper  Species  of  fuch  Plants,  as  are  the 
Produce  of  their  own  Nation,  which  they 
fhould  ufe,  much  lefs  the  diftinguifiiing  Marks 
of  Foreign  Drugs,  either  as  to  their  Sorts  or 
Good  nets. 

The  Merchant  receives  them  from  Abroad, 
and  when  he  gets  them  into  his  Warehoufe, 
he  has  no  other  Way  to  difpofe  of  them  (I 
mean  fuch,  as  are  not  exported  again)  fuch 
as  they  are,  but  to  the  Druggift ;  nor  this 
lad:  but  to  the  Apothecaries,  or  into  his  own 
Compofitions,  or  to  his  Shop  Cudomers  : 
And  it  is  pretty  certain,  they  do  mod:  of  them 
go  off,  feme  how  or  other  this  Way  :  At 
lead,  I  do  not  remember  often  to  have  heard 
of  any  of  them,  who,  out  of  Principle  or  Con¬ 
fidence,  deftroyed  any  bad  Commodity.  I 
believe  it  is  not  the  general  Cudom. 

This  being  premifed  as  to  Simple  Ingre¬ 
dients :  I  fhall  now  produce  fome  Inflances  of 
the  Incertainties  and  Deceits ,  which  ufed  to  be 
pradlifed  upon  the  Compofitions  directed  in  the 
former  Pharmacopoeia. 

It  is  long  dnce  that  I  received  the  drd 
Hints  of  thefe  bad  Practices,  and  it  has  been 
a  Matter  of  great  Concern  to  me  ever  dnce. 
I  have  taken  rareat  Pains  to  come  at  all  the 

a.  o 

Information  1  could  get  in  it.  The  Parti¬ 
culars  I  ill  all  take  Notice  of,  I  either  have 

been 
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been  permitted  to  tranfcribe  from  private  Re¬ 
ceipts,  or-  have  had  communicated  to  mef 
by  Perfons  I  could  depend  upon  •,  fome  them- 
felves  concerned,  and  who  lamented  the  Ne- 
ceffity  they  faw  themfelves  under  of  doing 
it.  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay,  I  fhall  be  able 
to  enumerate  all  the  frugal  and  artificial  Me¬ 
thods,  ufed  in  this  lucrative  Myflery  :  As 
I  never  had  any  Intereft  to  ferve,  which 
could  induce  me  to  ftudy  them,  it  is  im- 
poffible  I  fhould  ;  but  thole  I  jfhall  enumerate 
will  be  more  than  fufficient  to  fhew  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  fome  effedual  Methods*  to  prevent 
them  for  the  future; 

As  the  Pharmacopeia*  I  refer  to  (pub- 
lifhed  by  the  College,  1720)  proceeds  in  an 
Alphabetical  Order,  I  fhall  condud  my  Re¬ 
marks  in  the  fame  Manner. 


In  certainties  and  Deceits  in 


Com  positions. 

H  E  /Ethiops  Mineral,  or  Black 


Powder ,  as  direded*  fhould  confifl  of 


equal  Parts  of  Quickfilver  and  Sulphur  ;  but, 
as  it  was  much  cheaper  to  put  in  two  Thirds 
of  the  latter,  and  not  eafy  to  be  difcovered 
when  prepared*  (for  the  Medicine  will  be 
made  black  with  even  lefs  than  this  Quantity) 
this  was  too  generally  done  ;  by  which  means 
the  Buyer  was  deceived,  and  the  Medicine  in 
every  Dofe  taken,  of  lefs  IJfe  and  Efficacy  ; 
and  differed  in  its  Quality,  in  Proportion  as 
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the  Brimftone  took  Place  of,  and  differed  from 
the  Mercury. 

The  next  Thing  I  fhall  take  Notice  of, 
are  the  Cordial  Waters  ;  and  I  fhall  firfit 
remark  upon  their  common  Method,  in  all, 
of  putting  in  a  high  redified  Spirit  into  the 
Still,  with  the  Ingredients  and  drawing  only 
the  fame  Spirit  off,  lowering  it  down  fome'* 
what  afterwards,  with  common  Water  ;  which 
Procedure  was  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the 
Rule  preicribed  them,  ( viz.  to  put  in  Brandy, 
and  draw  it  lower  in  mofl  Inflances,  than 
Proof  Spirits)  and  by  which  the  Waters  were 
deprived  of  many  of  the  mofl  Medicinal  Parts 
of  the  Ingredients  ;  it  being  well  known,  that 
many  of  them  will  not  yield  all  their  mofl 
ufeful  Qualities  to  the  Spirit,  but  will  be  fet 
free,  and  rife,  chiefly  with  the  Feints  or 
Flegm,  which  comes  off  towards  the  lafl. 
This  was  particularly  true  in  Refpecl  to  the 
Hysterick,  Plague,  Camomile,  P^ony, 
Horse-Radish,  and  Dr.  Stephens’s  Wa¬ 
ters.  Their  avowed  Pretence  for  this,  was 
thereby  to  make  it  more  tranfparent  and  lim¬ 
pid,  which  is  never  a  Criterion  of  the  Good- 
nefs  of  a  Water,  which  ought  to  be  fome- 
thing  thick  and  milky.  But,  by  this  Means 
alfo,  they  had  the  Opportunity  to  defraud 
thefe  Waters  of  Part  of  the  Spicy  Ingredients 
ordered  in  them  •,  for  the  Relifh  of  a  flrong 
Dram,  fweetened  with  a  little  Sugar  (com¬ 
monly  added)  made  the  Abatement  of  the 
Spices  lefs  perceptible  to  the  Talte  :  And, 
moreover,,  by  giving  a  more  fpecions  Ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  Medicine,  they  could  delude 
the  unfkilful  Buyer  into,  a  falfe  Opinion  of  its 

fuperior 
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fuperior  Excellence,  to  the  Injury  of  the  fair 
Trader,  who  made  a  Confidence  of  preparing 
it,  according  to  the  Rule  laid  down. 

I  have  feen  a  private  Receipt,  by  which 
Cinnamon  Water  was  made,  and  defraud¬ 
ed  of  two  Thirds  of  the  Cinnamon  ;  fo  that, 
inftead  of  a  truly  cordial,  aromatic  Medicine, 
you  had  only  an  inflammatory  and  coagulating 
Spirit. 

Moreover,  the  Caffia  of  Malabar  and  Java , 
was  frequently  ufed  in  this,  and  all  the  other 
Competitions,  where  the  true  Ceylon  Cinnamon 
is  directed  ;  v/hich,  though  it  has  fome  gene¬ 
ral  Flavour  of  the  Cinnamon ,  enough  to  coun¬ 
terfeit  its  Appearance,  yet  is  as  inferior,  in 
Fragrancy,  Spicynefs,  and  Pungency,  and  in¬ 
deed  in  every  ufeful  Quality,  as  it  is  cheaper 
in  Price*.  Great  Care  fhould  be  taken  by  all 
Compounders,  that  they  are  not  impofed  on, 
in  buying  Caffia  for  Cinnamon ,  which  they  will 
be  often  liable  to,  if  they  are  not  fkilful  and 
cautious  to  examine  it. 

In  the  Aqua  Mirabilis,  Jamaica  Pepper 
was  the  common  cheap  Subftitute,  for  the 
Cloves ,  Mace ,  and  Nutmegs  •,  and  not  only  in 
this  Water,  but  in  the  others  alfo,  where 
Spices  are  diredled  :  Giving  hereby  an  acrid 
frimulating  Quality  to  the  Remedies,  inftead 
of  that  producing  a  gentle  Warmth,  and  kind¬ 
ly  reviving  Irritation,  fuch  as  the  Spices  are 
experienced  to  occation. 

The  Black  Cherry  Water,  inftead  of 
being  prepared  from  the  Black  Cherries ,  was 
too  frequently  drawn  off  from  Almond  Cakes , 
after  the  Oil  had  been  expreffed  from  them  *, 
or,  which  is  worfe,  from  the  Laurel-leaves , 

which 
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which  has  been  difcovered  to  be  a  Poifon  of 
extraordinary  Violence. 

Luc  at  ell  us  Balsam.  The  common 
Method  of  debafmg  this,  was  by  finking  Part 
of  the  TV ci x  ordered,  which  was  the  deared 
Article  in  the  Competition,  and  a  very  mate¬ 
rial  one  for  all  the  Ufes  it  was  defigned  to 
have  ;  and  which  was  therefore  defrauded 
and  injured  in  Proportion  to  the  Qmiffion. 
I  have  known  between  a  fifth  and  fixth  Part 
fubdituted,  by  thofe  who  had  fome  Confcience 
left,  indead  of  a  full  fourth  ;  for  I  have  good 
Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  this  Proportion 
was  not  allowed  in  common.  Some  who  put 
in  Refin  in  its  Place,  a6led  dill  much  worfe, 
by  giving  it  an  inflaming,  dicky,  and  digef- 
tive  Quality,  very  pernicious  in  thofe  Breaches 
and  Excoriations,  upon  the  tender  Coats  of 
the  Bowels,  which  require  the  mod  foft  and 
healing  Applications. 

I  fhall  introduce  here  (though  out  of  the 
Order  I  propofed  to  obferve)  tiie  Basil  icon 
Oi  nt me nt,  becaufe  it  was  treated  in  the 
fame  unfair  Manner,  by  being  allowed  a  fixth 
only,  inftead  of  a  fourth  Part  of  Wax ;  the 
Fitch  and  Refin  being  increafed  in  Propor¬ 
tion,  which  does  the  fame  Mifchief  in  exter¬ 
nal,  as  the  former  in  internal  Applications. 

Calomel,  in  Regard  to  its  great  Efficacy 
and  frequent  Ufe,  elpecially  in  the  Cafes  of 
weakly  People  and  Children,  whofe  Condi- 
tutions  are  greatly  endangered  by  the  Admi- 
nidration  of  rough  Medicines,  and  more  ef- 
pecially  Mercurial  ones,  ought  to  be  prepared 
in  the  mod  faithful  Manner.  The  Pharma¬ 
copeia  directs  that  this  Medicine  diould  be 

pre- 
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prepared  by  four  Sublimations  or  more :  Six 
is  the  -Number  made  Ufe  of,  by  the  moft 
fkilful  and  faithful  People ;  and  this  is  done 
in  Order  to  break  and  comminute  the  corro- 
five  Salts,  which-  flick  in  the  Globules  of  the 
Mercury,  and  thereby  render  them  more  fafe 
and  eafy  when  taken  into  the  Stomach  and 
Bowels.  But  as  thefe  repeated  Operations 
take  up  Time,  and  occasion  a  greater  Ex¬ 
pence  of  Fire  *,  one  or  two  Sublimations  have 
been  generally  thought  fufficient  for  the  Sel¬ 
ler’s  Purpofe,  though  to  the  great  Hazard  of 
the  Patient,  whofe  Bowels  are  racked  and 
tore  by  the  Vellications  of  this  harfh  and  ha¬ 
zardous  Medicine.  Nor  can  the  Difference 
of  this  from  the  true  Preparation,  be  well 
difcovered  by  any  of  the  outward  Senfes. 

The  Rawleighs  Confection  has  had 
the  Reputation  of  being  thought  a  very  rich 
and  cordial  Compofition,  and  to  be  of  emi¬ 
nent  Service  in  a  great  Variety  of  Cafes  when 
carefully  and  faithfully  prepared.  But  being 
a  tedious  and  collly  Preparation,  there  has 
been  none  more  liable  to  Incertainties  and  De¬ 
ceits  ,  than  this  was.  For,  firft ,  It  was  too 
common  a  Pra£lice  to  leave  out  the  Spices  in 
whole  or  in  part,  which  deprived  the  Medi¬ 
cine  of  fome  of  its  warmefl  and  moil  revi¬ 
ving  Parts.  Secondly ,  It  was  cuflomary  to 
load  the  Tindture  with  the  herby  and  other 
cheap  Ingredients ;  nay  to  make  watery  In- 
fufions,  hereby  to  increafe  the  Quantity  of 
Extradl,  and  thus  deadening  the  Force  of  the 
Medicine.  Thirdly ,  To  fave  Labour  and  Ex¬ 
pence  of  Fire,  though  contrary  to  the  Direc¬ 
tions  of  the  Book,  they  omitted  to  make  the 

fixed 
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fixed  Salt,  which  was  then  confidered  as  a 
proper  Solvent  of  the  Refinofe  Parts  of  the 
Medicine  •,  and  as  a  Menftruum  to  unite  the 
oily  ones  with  the  reft,  and  render  the  whole 
Saponaceous,  Fourthly ,  Another  Method  of 
debafing  it,  was,  by  doubling  the  Quantity  of 
the  dry  Species,  which  leftened  the  cordial 
Quality  by  one  half,  or  more,  of  every  Dofe 
prefcribed  or  taken. 

Nothing  can  more  fhew  the  Necefilty  of 
feme  effectual  Method  to  oblige  Perfons  to 
Fidelity,  than  the  Confideration  that  all  thefe 
Abufes  may  be  committed,  in  the  making  of 
this  one  Medicine ;  and  yet  it  is  fcarce  pofii- 
ble  to  be  certain  in  the  Difcovery  of  them, 
though  they  fhould  all  be  praeftifed. 

In  the  Diacassia  with  Manna,  not 
only  the  Syrup  of  Violets  was  left  out,  but  the 
Proportion  of  the  Sugar  was  double  the  Quan¬ 
tity  prefcribed  ;  The  Cajfia ,  from  which  the 
Medicine  derives,  chiefly,  its.  mild,  cooling, 
folutive  Quality  being  diminifiied,  to  make 
Way  for  this  cheaper  Ingredient. 

In  all  the  Plasters,  it  was  a  general 
Method  to  put  in  Lard  inftead  of  Oz7,  and 
even  not  the  beft  Kind  of  that  (unlefs  where 
Whitenefs  of  Colour  diftinguifhed  the  Plafter ) 
but  a  faline,  uncleanfed  Sort,  very  unfriendly 
oftentimes,  and  troublefome  to  the  Skin,  ex¬ 
citing  inflammatory  Heats  and  Eruptions,  in 
Cafes  where  the  Plafter  is  applied  to  ferve, 
only  as  lenient  Defenfitives,  or  to  keep  the 
other  necefiary  Drelfings  in  their  Places. 

In  the  Diachylon  with  Gums,  and  in 
the  Paracelsus,  the  Burgundy  Pitch  was 
too  commonly  fubftituted,  at  leaft  in  Part, 

for 


Of  COMPOSITIONS,  &C.  17 

for  the  warm  attenuating  Gums ,  by  which 
Pradlice,  the  double  Faculty  the  Platters 
lb ou Id  be  indued  with,  either  to  refolve,  or 
ripen  Tumors,  as  Nature  is  difpofed,  was 
converted  into  one  only,  viz.  that  of  forcing 
a  Suppuration,  by  their  vifcofe,  clofe  Ad- 
hefion  ;  by  flopping  all  Perfpiration,  by  load¬ 
ing  the  Part  with  the  detained  Humours,  and 
caufing  a  more  violent  Attrition  among  them  ; 
without  communicating  any  fubtile  adlive 
Particles  to  diffolve  their  Tenacity,  and  to 
open  a  PafTage  for  them  back  into  the  Vef- 
fels. 

The  Greennefs  given  to  the  Melilote  by 
Verdigreafe ,  inflead  of  the  Plerb,  was  of  fuch 
ill  Confequence,  giving  fuch  intolerable  Pain 
by  its  corrofive  and  inflammatory  Quality, 
that  I  think  I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the 
Wickednefs  of  this  Adulteration,  fometimes 
put  in  Practice,  though  I  hope  not  often  : 
But  there  is  another  almoft  as  bad  Method, 
which  I  am  fure  has  been,  I  mean  that  of  in- 
creafing  the  Proportion  of  the  Refin ,  and  lef- 
fening  that  of  the  Wax.  I  have  a  Receipt 
of  an  eminent  Shop,  now  in  my  Hands,  ac¬ 
cording  to  which,  the  Wax  is  to  the  Refin , 
only  as  4  to  15,  whereas  it  ought  to  be  as 
4  to  8.  The  frequent  Ufe  of  this  Plafler  in 
drefling  of  Bliflers,  has  fhewn  it  to  be  but 
an  uneafy  Application  at  the  bed,  and  it  had 
too  much  of  the  flicking  Quality  before  in 
it,  for  this  Purpofe,  and  therefore  mail  have 
been  rendered  flill  worie  for  every  Addition 
of  this  Kind  ;  and  many  a  tender  Back  has 
fmarted  forely  for  it. 
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I  come  now  to  the  Caryocostinum, 
where  the  noted  . Pimento  or  Jamaica  Pepper 
entered  again  as  a  Subftitute  for  the  Clove 
Spice. 

The  Lenitive  Electuary  was  made  in 
a  much  more  compendious  and  cheap  Man¬ 
ner  than  the  Rule  warranted,  viz.  by  boiling 
up  a  thick  Syrup  of  brown  Sugar  ;  then  ad¬ 
ding  the  lefs  expend ve  Pulps  of  'Tamarinds 
and  Bamfons  finftead  of  Prunes)  with  fome- 
times,  when  cheap,  a  Email  Portion  of  Cajfia  ; 
and  finilhing  the  whole  with  the  Sena  and 
Coriander.  I  have  been  indeed  told,  that  this 
Ewtred  the  Purpofe  of  the  Medicine  very- 
well  :  But  though  we  Ihould  take  their  Word 
for  this,  yet,  as  it  is  a  Deviation  from  In¬ 
tegrity  in  the  Compounder,  and  a  Delufion 
of  the  Buyer,  it  ought  by  no  means  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  of. 

The  three  Capital  Electuaries,  viz.  Dias- 
cordium,  Mithridate,  and  Venice 
Treacle,  as  there  are  great  Quantities  con¬ 
tinually  fold  of  them,  were  fubjeCted  to  all. 
the  faving  Artifices,  that  a  fraudulent  Inven¬ 
tion  could  furnilh.  The  Spices ,  dear  Gums , 
and  other  cojily  Drugs  were  left  out  in  whole, 
or  in  part ;  or  when  added,  were  put  in, 
the  one  unftrained,  and  with  all  their  droffy 
Parts ;  the  others,  in  bad  Condition,  ungar¬ 
bled,  and  unpicked,  I  have  tailed  Venice 
Treacle ,  in  which,  no  Warmth  or  Spicy nefs 
could  be  perceived,  but  what  was  owing  to 
Pepper  and  Ginger,  nor  indeed  any  other 
prevailing  Tafte,  Upon  my  afking  once  a 
Wholefale  Dealer,  how  he  could  manage  it 
to  afford  this  Medicine,  at  a  certain  Price,  he 
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told  me,  he  fometimes  fold  it  for  ;  when  I 
had  been  allured  it  would  coll  more,  if  faith¬ 
fully  prepared  ?  He  frankly  anfwered  me, 
that  he  had  rather  always  fell  it  genuine  ;  but 
that  as  there  were  fome  of  his  Country  Chaps, 
who  would  have  it  at  that  Price,  and  con¬ 
stantly  wrote  for  it ;  his  Method  was  to  let 
it  down  with  clarified  Honey,  in  the  Pro¬ 
portion  of  one  Pound  to  two  of  the  EleCtu-' 
ary  ;  and  that  it  was  impolfible  for  any  one 
to  difcover  it.  The  fame  he  did  by  the  o- 
ther  two  Electuaries  alfo,  when  the  fame  Ne- 
ceflity  of  retaining  a  Cuftomer  obliged  him  ; 
for  they  ufed  to  alledge,  that  others  had  been 
and  offered  them  at  that  Price,  and  therefore 
they  would  give  no  more  for  them.  Far¬ 
ther,  with  Refpecl  to  the  Opium  in  thefe  Me¬ 
dicines,  every  Dofe  of  which  Medicines  is  di¬ 
rected  with  a  View  to  an  afcertained  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Opium  in  each,  and  the  good  Effects 
propoled  by  the  Prefcriber,  depending  great¬ 
ly  upon  Certainty  herein  ;  there  has  been 
great  Omilfion  and  Neglect,  as  well  as  Abufe 
in  this  Particular,  by  beating  it  in,  dried 
and  decayed,  and  with  all  its  Filth  and  other 
extraneous  Bodies,  as  it  comes  from  Abroad, 
with  the  other  Ingredients ;  inftead  of  fepa- 
rating  thefe  Things  by  Solution  and  Strain¬ 
ing,  and  then  putting  in  the  Quantity  of  pure 
Opium ,  according  to  Direction,  In  fhort, 
the  Ways  of  Adulterating  thefe  Capital  Com¬ 
positions,  are  fo  various,  that  although  they 
are  every  Day  prefcribed,  the  Phyfician  can 
be  at  no  Sort  of  Certainty  what  he  gives,  or 
what  he  can  depend  upon. 

D  2 
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When  one  confiders  in  what  a  great  Va¬ 
riety  of  Cafes,  all  thefe  Medicines  are  necef- 
fary,  viz.  in  Colds,  Fevers,  Fluxes,  and  o- 
ther  numerous  Diforders  of  the  Head,  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  Bowels  how  nearly  the  Health, 
Eafe,  and  Safety  of  the  Patient  are  concerned 
in  their  being  faithfully  prepared  ;  I  think  there 
needs  no  other  Argument  to  fhew  how  ex¬ 
tremely  culpable  the  Conduct  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  is  i  nor  how  neceffary  it  is  become  to 
make  fome  effectual  Provilion  for  the  future, 
againft  the  Frauds  of  the  Seller,  the  fordid 
Avarice  of  fome  Buyers,  and  the  Mifchiefs 
likely  to  be  occafioned  to  all  Takers  of  them. 

The  Elixir  Profriet atis,  according 
to  the  Receipt  of  a  Shop  of  very  great  Trade, 
a  Copy  of  which,  I  now  have  before  me, 
inftead  of  containing  the  Myrrh ,  Aloes  ^  and 
Saffron  in  equal  Portions,  as  directed,  is  al¬ 
lowed  only  two  Parts  of  Saffron  to  twelve  of 
the  other  two,  which,  in  making  a  Gallon, 
at  a  Time  when  Saffron  is  dear,  may  put 
near  twenty  Shillings  in  the  Compounder’s 
Pocket,  and  the  Theft  not  be  eafily  detect¬ 
ed.  A  powerful  Temptation  to  an  avaricious 
Trader  l 

The  Elixir  of  Vitriol  is  fubjected  to  a 
Variety  of  Subffitutes,  in  the  Room  of  its 
Spices. 

The  Liquid  Laudanum  has  been  ufed 
aifo  to  be  robbed  of  Part  of  its  Saffron  *,  and 
1  have  Reafon  to  believe,  of  its  Opium  too. 

The  next  Inffance  of  Fraud  i  fhall  take 
Notice  of,  and  which  deferved  the  fevered: 
Cenfure,  was  that  of  depriving  the  Pills 
Cochise  minor es  and  De  duqbus,  of  half 

the 
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the  Quantity  of  the  Oil  of  Cloves  prescribed  3 
which  I  once  had  an  Opportunity  of  discover¬ 
ing  my  Self,  at  the  Time  of  compounding  one 
of  them,  and  by  a  Sight  of  the  landing  Re¬ 
ceipts  for  both.  Moreover,  I  had  Sufficient 
Reafon  to  fufpeft,  that  even  what  was  put 
in,  was  not  genuine,  but  an  adulterated  Mix¬ 
ture  with  common  Oil.  Both  thefe  Pills 
having  Colocjuintida  in  them,  it  was  on  the 
Account  of  this  harffi  Drug,  that  the  afore- 
faid  warm  aromatick  Oil  was  thought  abso¬ 
lutely  neceffary,  to  prevent  thofe  intolerable 
Twinges  and  Spafms,  which  it  is  otherwife 
apt  to  occafion  in  the  Guts,  and  which,  when 
they  are  permanent,  endanger  a  total  Stop¬ 
page  and  Inverfion. 

The  Species  Hiera^  or  Hi  era  Picra,  had 
a  Place  given  it  in  the  greater  Pil  Cochi a. 
This  Species  was  ufed  to  be  adulterated  by  leav¬ 
ing  out  the  Cinnamon ,  Spicnard ,  and  Part  of 
the  Saffron  ;  and  fubftituting  Pepper  zrA  Gin¬ 
ger  in  their  Room  ;  as  alfo,  by  ufing  a  coarfer 
and  more  naufeous  Aloes ,  inftead  of  the 
milder  and  lefs  offenfive,  though  much  dearer 
Socotrine  Sort.  The  Abufe  every  Day  com¬ 
mitted,  in  compounding  this  Hiera  Picra ,  is 
become  So  grofs  and  palpable,  that  many  do 
not  So  much  as  endeavour  to  Save  Appear¬ 
ances  :  And  it  looks  as  if  the  Commonnefs 
of  this  Abufe,  was  the  only  Reafon  why  the 
Buyer  is  patient  under  Such  perpetual  Impo¬ 
sition  :  For  though  there  is  Scarcely  a  Com¬ 
position,  v/hich  lies  more  open  to  Infpe&ion, 
viz.  by  its  Fragrancy,  aromatick  bitter  Take, 
and  by  its  bright  and  beautiful  yellow'  Co¬ 
lour,  when  truly  prepared  ^  yet,  it  is  too 

common 
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common  among  many  Wholcfale  Venders  of 
Drugs  and  Medicines  in  Town,  to  put  off 
upon  their  Cuftomers,  a  dirty  brown  Pow¬ 
der,  coarfely  lifted,  odioufiy  bitter,  biting, 
inftead  of  being  aromatick,  and  utterly  deft 
titute  of  all  Delicacy,  either  to  the  Smell  or 
Tafte. 

The  Method  ufed  with  the  Ecphractic 
Pil,  was  to  leffen  the  Quantity  of  the  Rhu¬ 
barb  ;  and  to  put  in  the  Hiera  Picra  in  the 
Place  of  the  Spicy  Extraff. 

The  fame  compendious  Method  of  putting 
together  the  Powders  of  the  Ingredients,  in¬ 
ftead  of  making  an  Extradt,  was  ufed  in  the 
Pil.  Rudii,  adding  a  little  adulterated  Oil 
of  Cloves ,  to  reprefent  the  Spices  diredled 
in  it. 

In  the  Pil,  Gummosa,  the  Sagapenum  was 
totally  omitted,  the  Opoponax  in  fmall  Pro¬ 
portion  •,  the  Ammoniacum  and  Galbanum  ap¬ 
plying  their  Places. 

But  among  all  the  Inftances  of  Impofition 
I  have  yet  mentioned,  I  think  there  is  none 
exceeds  that  ufed  in  counterfeiting  the 
celebrated  Gascons  Powder.  One  of  the 
diftinguifhing  Notes  of  this  Medicine  is  the 
peculiar  greennefs  of  ks  Colour,  depending 
when  true,  intirely  upon  the  Bezoar  Stone  ; 
but  by  the  help  of  a  little  Spinach  Juice ,  or, 
as  I  have  been  told,  fometimes  of  Ox  Gall , 
they  have  learned  fo  well  to  counterfeit  it,  as 
requires  a  very  nice  Infpedtion  and  Compan¬ 
ion,  to  find  out  the  Difference.  By  Means  of 
this  Artifice,’  I  once  law  an  Ounce  of  very 
fine  Gafcons  pozvder  to  Appearance,  fold  by  a 
Drug-gift  for  one  Shilling,  at  a  Time  when 

Bezoar 


Of  COMPOS  IT  IONS,  &c.  23 

Bezoar  Stone  bore  fuch  a  Price,  as  to  make 
every  Ounce  of  the  Compofition  Hand  the  fair 
Artift  in  near  nine  Shillings :  And  even  upon 
this  one  Shilling,  there  was  an  exorbitant  Pro¬ 
fit  made ;  for  the  Perfon  who  fold  it,  frankly 
hinted  to  me,  that  he  believed,  (except  the 
Colour,  which  was  then  a  Secret)  there  was 
no  other  Material  ufed  but  the  Crabs  Clazvs9 
or,  what  was  meaner,  the  common  Clay  of  the 
Pipe-makers.  This  Preparation  is  hauked  a- 
bout  the  Town,  and  fold  to  the  Shops,  by 
dirty  Fellows,  who  make  a  Livelihood  of  in 
When  this  comes  out  of  the  wholefale  Shops, 
into  the  Hands  of  Retailers,  and  is  fold  fo 
low  as  one  Farthing  per  Grain,  which  equals 
ten  Shillings  the  Troy  Ounce,  what  a  mon- 
ftrous  Advantage  is  here  made  ?  But  when 
made  into  Boluffes  or  Draughts  by  the  prac- 
tifmg  People,  it  exceeds  all  Imagination, 
Without  entering  into  the  Consideration  of 
the  Ufes  of  this  Medicine,  when  honed,  ly  pre¬ 
pared  ;  this  is  fo  notorious  a  Cheat  upon  the 
Public,  and  fuch  an  Injury  to  the  fair  Trader, 
as  ought  by  no  Means,  to  be  any  longer  en¬ 
dured. 

In  the  Iapis  Contrayerva,  the  Pearls 
were  omitted,  and  the  Oyfter-  fell  Powder  put 
in  the  Room  of  it. 

The  Sal  Prune l,  I  have  been  told,  is  fre¬ 
quently  adulterated  with  Alom9  which,  if  true, 
is  as  wicked  a  Procedure,  as  aim  oil  any  Thing 
in  this  Way  can  be  •,  the  Alom  being  of  a  Na¬ 
ture  oppofite  to  all  the  Intentions  the  Medi¬ 
cine  can  be  given  upon. 

The  Species  Diambrab  was  liable  to  the 
fame  Abufes,  with  the  Hi  era  Picra ,  and  all 

other 
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other  fpicy  Medicines,  as  being  robbed  of  their 
heft  Ingredients,  and  debated  with  others  of 
different  Qualities, 

The  Spirits  of  Salvolatile,  fo  much  and 
fo  long  in  Requeft,  is  aim  oft  a  different  Medi¬ 
cine  in  every  different  Shop,  and  perhaps  ge¬ 
nerally  different  from  what  the  Rule  directed. 
There  is  Room  here  alfo  for  much  faving,  and 
the  only  End  now  aimed  at,  feems  to  be  to 
make  it  cheap,  and  fmell  agreeably. 

The  Spirit  of  Hartshorn  is  drawn 
from  a  Variety  of  Animal  Subftances,  diffe¬ 
rent  from  what  it  ought  to  be,  viz.  from  Uri¬ 
nous  Mixtures  ;  from  common  Bones  of  any 
Kind ;  and  from  Ivory  Shavings :  I  knew  a 
Chymift,  who  never  ufed,  as  he  himfelf  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  me,  any  other  Material  than 
the  laft  mentioned,  and  who  always  fold  it 
for  the  true  Hartfhorn  Spirit. 

There  is  not  perhaps,  any  Remedy  in  more 
general  Ufe  than  the  Diacodium.  A  Re¬ 
medy,  which  being  an  Opiate ,  ought  to  be 
prepared  with  great  Care  and  Exadtnefs ,  yet 
which  is  fubjedl  to  fuch  Difference  of  Strength, 
that  an  Ounce  from  one  Shop  fhall  equal  in 
Virtue,  two  from  another  j  nay,  three  or  four 
of  that  made  by  fome :  This  does  not  only 
arife  from  the  different  Manners  and  Time  of 
infufing  or  boiling  the  Poppy  Heads ;  but  I 
know  a  Shop  where  not  above  a  fourth  Part 
of  the  Heads  preferibed  were  ufed,  whither 
from  Negligence,  Conceit,  faving  of  Trouble, 
or  from  what  other  Caufe,  I  could  not  obtain 
fufficient  Satisfa&ion  about :  I  can  only  deter¬ 
mine,  that  it  is  a  bad  Procedure,  from  whate¬ 
ver 
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ver  Caufe  it  fprings,  and  ought,  if  poftible, 
to  be  prevented  for  the  future. 

The  Ruffia  Cafior  was  directed  to  be  ufed 
in  making  the  Tincture  of  Castor,  as  it 
is  lefs  foetid,  more  fragrant  and  reviving,  and 
eafier  born  upon  the  Stomach  •,  but  the  New 
England  Sort  being  much  cheaper,  was  ufed 
in  its  Stead  :  This  is  much  inferior  in  all  the 
Inftances  mentioned,  to  the  other.  Befides 
this,  it  was  not  an  uncommon  Practice  with 
frugal  Managers,  after  the  Tindure  was  ex- 
traded,  to  throw  frefh  Spirit  upon  the  Refi- 
duum,  give  a  little  ftronger  Heat,  and  force 
out  another  grolfer  Tincture,  hereby  adding 
to  the  Quantity,  while  they  debafed  the  Pu¬ 
rity  and  Elegancy  of  the  Medicine. 

In  the  Tincture  of  Rhubarb,  and  in 
all  other  Compofitions  where  this  Drug  has  a 
Place,  it  was  too  frequent  a  Practice  to  pick 
out  from  the  Eleap  all  the  bad  Rhubarb ,  and  - 
hide  it  in  them  :  A  Pradice  too  bad  to  need 
many  Words  to  expofe  it,  but  fo  common 
as  to  need  fome  effectual  Reftraint ;  it  being 
a  Drug  fo  material  in  many  Cafes,  that  its 
being  bad  mutt  greatly  endanger  the  Safety  of 
the  Patient. 


Conclusion. 

I  Have  thus  taken  the  Pains  to  colled  fome 
Inftances  of  the  more  common  Abufes,  both 
as  to  Drugs ,  and  in  the  Compojitions  of  Me¬ 
dicines,  as  they  have  from  Time  to  Time 
fallen  under  my  Notice.  I  have  been  under 

E  a  Ne- 
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a  NecelTity,  fometimes,  of  fpeaking  a  little^ 
of  the  Nature  and  Ufes  of  thefe  Compofitionsy 
when  faithfully  prepared,  that  I  might  there¬ 
by  point  out  how  much  they  are  injured  by 
fuch  Adulterations.  And  this,  I  perfuade 
myfelf,  will  have  a  proper  Effect  on  fome 
Perfons,  who,  either,  without  any  ill  Defign, 
may  have  fallen  into  this  beatenTrack,  through 
Want  of  due  Attention  to  fuch  Conlidera- 
tions  *,  or,  at  worft,  from  the  Motive  of  be¬ 
ing  upon  equal  Terms  with  others,  who  feel 
no  Check,  wherever  there  is  a  View  of  Ad¬ 
vantage. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  every  honed: 
and  confiderate  Man,  will  fee  from  what 
has  been  remarked,  how  neceffary  it  is,  for 
the  Credit  of  the  Phyjician ,  the  Reputation  of 
Pharmacy ,  and  the  Safety  of  the  Publicity  that 
this  unwarrantable  and  unjuft  Liberty  of  al¬ 
tering  or  debafmg  the  prefcribed  Forms  of 
Medicine,  ftiould  be  prevented  by  fome  ef- 
fedual  public  Law  for  that  Purpofe. 

My  View  has  chiefly  been  to  expofe  the 
more  grofs  Adulterations  pradifed  in  com¬ 
pounding  *  and  I  have  therefore  faid  but  little 
with  Refped  to  other  Alterations,  flowing 
from  the  Conceit  of  the  Compounder  ;  though 
thefe  are  now  become  fo  various  and  fo  nu¬ 
merous,  as  to  ftand  in  great  Need  of  proper 
Corredion. 

The  only  Check  which  has  been  hitherto 
laid  upon  thofe  unwarrantable  Pradices,  has 
been  the  Powers  granted  to  the  College  of 
Phyficians ,  and  to  the  Company  of  Apothecaries , 
of  viftting  the  Shops,  and  infpeding  the  Me¬ 
dicines. 


In 
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In  the  3  2d  Year  of  H.  VIII.  An  Adi  of 
Parliament  paffed,  whereby  the  Prefident  and 
Community  of  Phyjicians  were  enabled  to  chufe 
four  of  their  own  Body ,  who ,  after  being  fworn , 
iW  full  Power  to  enter  into  the  Iloufes  of 
Apothecaries ,  others ,  ufing  the  Myftery  of 

Apothecaries ,  to  fearch ,  wm,  jfo  all  Drugs, 
Apothecary  Wares,  and  Stuffs  ;  and,  call¬ 

ing  to  them  the  Wardens  of  the  Myftery  of  Apo¬ 
thecaries ,  to  burn ,  or  otherwife  deftroy  fuch  as 
they  found  defedlive ,  corrupted ,  fit  to  be 

adminiftered  \  and  whoever  refufed  to  be  fear  eked , 
forfeited  one-hundred  Shillings. 

In  the  id  of  Queen  Mary ,  Another  Adi 
paffed  in  Confirmation  of  the  former,  enact¬ 
ing  among  other  Things,  That,  the  bet¬ 
ter  Execution  of  the  faid  Search  and  View ,  zV 
might  be  lawful  for  the  Wardens  of  the  Grocers 
(or  Apothecaries)  to  go  with  the  faid  four  Phy- 
ficians ,  zzz  their  View  and  Search  ;  and  that 
every  Perfon  refufing  to  be  fearched ,  Jhould  for¬ 
feit  ten  Pounds :  And ,  enacting  alfo,  //^/  all 
Juft  ices.  Mayors,  See.  Jhould  aid  and  ajfift  the 
faid  Phyficians,  in  the  due  Execution  of  the  faid 
Adi. 

Thefe  two  Acts  limited  the  Search  to  the 
City  of  London  but  by  another  Adi  of  his 
late  Majefty  (fometime  fince  expired,)  the 
Phyficians  were  enabled  to  extend  their  Search 
to  within  feven  Miles  of  the  City  and  Suburbs , 
with  an  Exception  of  all  Drugs,  in  the  Houfes 
or  JVarehoufes  of  Merchants,  Importers,  or  Drug- 
gifts ,  not  making  or  keeping  Medicines  for  Sale  : 
As  alfo,  of  all  Medicines,  made  in  Virtue  of 
'  Letters  Patents.  And  providing.  That  in  Cafe 
any  one  thinking  himfelf  injured ,  by  the  Judg - 
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merit  of  the  f aid  four  Cenfors ,  fhould  defire  to  ap~* 
peal  from  them  to  the  Judgment  of  the  College. \ 
he  might  have  Liberty  fo  to  do. 

Thefe,  I  think,  are  all  the  Powers  which 
have  been  granted  by  A  els  of  Parliament.  And 
thefe  undoubtedly  have  been  ferviceabie,  fo 
far  as  they  reached,  and  fo  long  as  they  laded  ; 
namely,  to  detedl  fuch  bad  Drugs,  as  the 
Owners  of  them  thought  fit  to  produce,  but 
were  not  fufjicient  to  bring  out  thofe  they 
had  a  Mind  to  conceal.  Much  lefs  can  they 
be  thought  fufficient  to  come  at  a  clear  Did 
covery  of  the  many  practicable  Deceits  and 
Differences  in  Medicinal  Compofitions. 

For  Medicines,  compounded  of  a  Variety 
of  Ingredients,  may  involve  Secrets,  which 
none  can  reveal ,  but  thofe  who  have  wrapped 
them  up  together.  Not  all  the  Senfes  combined 
in  an  Examination,  though  the  Examiner  be 
ever  fo  acute  or  accurate,  can  difcover  many 
hidden  Deceits  or  Variations  in  them.  Bad 
Drugs  may  be  put  in  ;  expenfive  ones  omit¬ 
ted,  and  cheaper  fubdituted  in  their  Room  ; 
and  yet  the  Medicine  may  retain  the  Appear¬ 
ance,  and  ail  the  general  fenfible  Qualities 
of  the  true  Compofition,  in  fome  Degree. 
For  fome  Drugs  have  Tafl.es  or  Smelis  fo 
prevalent,  that  even  if  half  decayed,  or  if  put 
in,  in  ever  fo  fmall  a  Quantity,  will  be  per¬ 
ceived  through  all.  Others  have  fome  gene¬ 
ral  Affinity  in  thefe  RefpeCls  with  many  more  ^ 
and  thus  may  the  Examiners  Skill  be  eluded  *, 
or,  at  .lead  his  judgment  greatly  perplexed, 
and  his  Determination  uncertain.  Nor  is  it 
at  all  to  be  doubted,  but  that  Impofit.ions  of 
this  Sort,  have  very  frequently  palled  undis¬ 
covered  and  uncenfured. 


And 
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And  it  is  very  likely,  that  fome  Confidera- 
tions  of  this  Sort  gave  Occafion  to  the  Char¬ 
ter  granted  the  Phyficians,  1 5  James  I,  which 
after  reciting.  That  notwifhfianding  former 
Grants  and  Ads ,  divers  Enormities  did  abound , 
through  the  Unjkilfulnefs ,  Fraud ,  and  Deceit  of 
Apothecaries,  Druggifts,  &c.  They  were  grant¬ 
ed  full  Power ,  &c.  examine ,  furvey ,  &c. 

Apothecaries ,  Druggifts ,  Preparers  of  Chy  mi  cal 
Medicines ,  &c.  examine  all  fuch  Perfons 
upon  Oath,  concerning  the  Receipts  and  Com - 
pofitions  of  their  Medicines  ; 

or  deftroy  fuch  as  they  found  defective  or 
bad.  It  was  alfo  granted  them,  to  fummon 
any  fuch  before  them ,  /0  for  Non-ap¬ 
pearance  :  If  they  fhould  appear ,  //  Jhould 

be  proved  upon  Examination ,  they  fold  or 

kept  any  Wares ,  Drugs,  &c.  defective,  or  not 
meet  to  be  adminiftered ;  or  did  make ,  compound , 
cr  deliver  any  Medicine  Simple  or  Compounded , 
differing  from ,  720/  agreeable  in  Name ,  jV<z- 

Quantity,,  unto  the  Prffcript  or  Di¬ 
rection,  that  they  Jhould  be  fined  three  Pound 
for  each  Offence ,  imprifoned  till  they  paid 

it. 

This  Charter  went  indeed  to  the  Bottom 
of  the  Evil,  and  reached  to  the  feveral  Sources, 
from  whence  it  fprings.  It  provided  equally 
againft  the  Weaknefs,  as  againft  the  Difho- 
nefty  of  the  Compounder. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted,  but  that  great 
Mifchiefs  may  arife,  where  there  is  no  frau¬ 
dulent  Intention,  from  the  felf-fufficient  Con¬ 
ceits  of  vain  Men,  who  over-rating  their  fmall 
Abilities,  or  little  Knowledge,  and  fancying 
to  themfelves  fome  Improvements  they  can 

make 


30  CONCLUSION ; 

make  upon  the  Plan  laid  down  to  them,  take 
upon  them  the  unjustifiable  Liberty  of  omit¬ 
ting  fome  Things,  fubftituting  others,  alter¬ 
ing  the  Proportions,  and  thus  of  making  the 
Medicine,  to  differ  both  in  Nature  and  Quan¬ 
tity  from  the  Prffcript  they  Jhouid  conform  to, 

I  fay,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  great 
Mifchiefs  may  arife  from  hence,  if  it  be  con- 
fidered,  that  all  intelligent  Pradtitioners,  when 
they  prefcribe  a  compounded  Remedy,  pre- 
fcribe  it  upon  the  Apprehenfion  of  certain 
Qualities  or  Powers  refulting  from  the  known 
Compofition,  and  upon  the  Knowledge  which 
Experience  has  furnifhed  them  with,  of  cer¬ 
tain  Effedls  and  Alterations  they  are  capable 
of  producing  in  the  Body.  Whoever,  there¬ 
fore,  takes  upon  him  to  alter  that  Compo¬ 
fition,  by  Omiffions,  Subftitutions,  or  varying 
the  Proportions,  runs  the  Rifque  of  giving  a 
different  Quality,  in  •  Kind  or  Degree,  and 
confequently  of  making  it  to  produce  different 
Effects  from  what  are  intended  5  which,  if 
the  Intention  of  the  Prefcriber  be  right,  muff 
be  to  the  Detriment  of  the  Patient. 

But  this  Charter,  had  it  been  enforced  by 
an  Adt  of  Parliament,  and  executed  impartially , 
wTould  have  effectually  provided  for  the  De¬ 
tection  and  Suppreffion  both  of  Frauds  and 
Incertainties ;  in  as  much  as  very  few  could 
have  been  fuppofed  fo  weak  or  fo  wicked  to 
perfifl  in  thefe  unwarrantable  Pradtifes,  when 
either  frequent  and  complicated  Perjuries  muff 
have  been  the  Confequence  of  fuch  Examina¬ 
tions  ;  or  the  utter  Lofs  of  their  Characters 
and  Bufinefs,  if  they  had  been  fo  honeft  as  ta 
acknowledge  the  Truth. 

In 
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In  another  Charter  of  15  Charles  II.  all 
thefe  Grants  were  renewed,  with  a  Provifion, 
That  in  Cafe  any  P erf  on  Jhould  think  him f elf 
aggrieved ,  he  might  appeal  to  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor ,  two  Chief  Juft  ices,  and  Chief  Baron. 

The  Apothecaries  Company  have  alfo  a 
Charter ,  which  was  granted  the  13th  of  James 
I.  which  after  reciting,  That  many  ignorant 
and  unexperienced  Men  not  inftituted  in  the  Art 
and  My  fiery  of  the  Apothecaries ,  did  make  and 
compound  very  many  falfe ,  unwholefome ,  hurt¬ 
ful ,  corrupt ,  and  pernicious  Medicines. —  Grants 
them  the  Power  of  making  Laws ,  &c.  to  ref- 
pePt  all  exercifing  and  occupying  the  Art  and 
Myftery  of  the  Apothecaries ,  within  the  City  of 
London,  its  Liberties  and  Suburbs ,  and  within 
feven  Miles  of  the  fame . —  Granting  alfo  far¬ 
ther,  That  no  P  erf  on  Jhould  have ,  hold ,  or  fur  - 
nifh  an  Apothecary’ s  Shop ,  or  exercife  the  faid 
Art ,  Myftery ,  &c.  without  having  firft  ferved 
an  Apprenticefk'ip  with  fome  Free  Apothecary . 
— And  laftly,  Granting  them  the  Power  of  en¬ 
tering  the  V/orkhoufes  and  Shops  of  all  Perfons , 
ufing  or  exercifing  the  faid  Art ,  within  the  City 
of  .London,  its  Liberties ,  Suburbs ,  within 

feven  Miles  thereof  ♦,  or  wherever  any  Jimple  or 
compounded  Medicines ,  Wares ,  Drugs ,  &c. 

likely  to  be  found.—  And  to  iwnz  <3// 

/&/,  /#//£,  adulterated ,  corrupted ,  unwhcle - 

fome  Medicines ,  &c. 

It  appears  from  what  I  have  recited,  that 
the  Wifaom  of  our  Legiflature  has  at  diffe¬ 
rent  Times,  thought  fit  to  entruft  the  Powers 
of  Vifitations,  Searching,  and  deftroying  bad 
Drugs  and  Medicines,  with  the  Phyficians  and 
Apothecaries ,  feparately  and  jointly. 

The  Powers,  which  the  College  of  Phyficians 

at 
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at  prefent  have,  are  derived  from  the  Alts  of 

32  H.  VIII,  and  1  of  Queen  Mary ,- -  are 

limited  chiefly  to  the  City  of  London — to  the 
Vifitation  of  Apothecaries  only.  At  Ieaft,  it 
is  doubtful,  what  Power  they  have  to  vifit 
others.—  They  are  confined  to  a  mere  Inflec¬ 
tion  of  Drugs,  Medicines,  &c. —  They  can 
only  judge  upon  outfide  Appearances,  without 
being  able  to  deteCt  many  of  the  numberlefs 
Fallacies,  which  may  lie  hid  underneath ;  and 
confequently,  whether  they  approve  or  cen- 
fure,  they  muft  be  directed  for  the  greater 
Part,  by  uncertain  Conjecture. 

The  Apothecaries  have  only  a  Charter ,  and 
confequently,  no  fufficient  Powers  to  anfwer 
the  End. 

It  may  poifibly  be  thought  a  difficult  Mat¬ 
ter  to  grant  fufficient  Powers  to  cure  the  Evil, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  to  prevent  Partiality 
and  unfair  Dealings ,  in  the  Execution  of  them. 

It  may  be  thought  requifite  to  provide  for 
fome  equitable  and  expeditious  Appeal ,  upon  an 
Apprehenlion  fuch  Circumftances  may  hap¬ 
pen.  Thefe  Confiderations  I  fhall  leave  to 
the  better  Judgment  of  my  Superiors. 

But  I  fhould  think  the  more  frequent  the 
Vifitations  are,  the  better  it  would  be  j  and, 
confequently,  that  thefe  Vifitations  would  be 
more  frequent  and  effectual,  if  granted  both 
to  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and  Company  of 
Apothecaries,  than  to  either  of  them  fingly, 
and  if  thefe  Vifit ors  were  fworn  to  an  impartial 
Dif charge  of  their  Duty . 

Laftly,  1  apprehend  there  can  be  no  effectual 
Stop  put  to  this  growing  Evil,  until  all  Compoun¬ 
ders  of  Difpen fat  or y  Medicines  for  Sale ,  whether 
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' Apothecaries ,  Druggifis ,  Chymifts ,  or  others,  0/ 
whatever  Denomination^  jhall  be  fubjeffed  by  Law 
to  an  Examination  upon  Oath ;  or  at  leaft ,  ////  the 
Servants  of  all  fuch  Jhall  be  fubjeffed  to  fuch  Ex¬ 
aminations.  This  Method  will  bid  fair  for 
penetrating  into  all  unlawful  and  mifchievous 
Secrets,  and  for  detecting  and  putting  a  Stop 
to  the  whole  Iniquity. 

Nor  can  it  be  well  fuppofed,  that  any  ho- 
nelt  fair  Man  need  have  any  uneafy  Appre- 
henfions  from  fuch  a  Law,  or  fear  to  ftand 
the  Teft  of  the  ftri&eft  Examination ;  efpeci- 
ally  if  he  can  have  an  equitable,  an  eafy  and 
fpeedy  Appeal.  His  Simples  will  fpeak  for 
themfelves.  Elis  Compofitions  will  not  be 
fubje&ed  to  Condemnation,  upon  any  wrong 
Judgment,  fallacious  Guefs,  or  partial  Cen- 
fure  of  any  Examiner.  He  will  have  the  Op¬ 
portunity  of  clearing  up  all  Doubts  about 
them.  He  will  rejoice  to  have  a  fixed  and 
certain  Rule  to  govern  himfelf  by  ;  and  which 
all  Perfons,  who  may  ftand  in  any  Competi¬ 
tion  with  him  for  Bufinefs,  will  be  indifpenfi- 
biy  obliged  to  comply  with,  as  well  as  him¬ 
felf.  And  he  will  hereby  be  put  upon  a  level 
of  Advantage  with  the  difhoneft  fraudulent 
Interloper,  who  may  have  heretofore,  by 
wicked  Artifices,  found  means  to  underfell 
him,  and  to  run  away  with  a  large  and  pro¬ 
fitable  Part  of  his  Bufinefs.  It  will  raife  the 
Profeffion  of  Pharmacy  into  Credit,  which 
Nothing  can  fo  much  tend  to  ruin  as  Frauds 
and  Deceits  pra&ifed  by  thofe  who  carry  it 
on.  And  therefore  I  fhould  think  it  would 
redound  to  the  Honour  of  the  Company  of 
Apothecaries,  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  an 
Ad  to  this  Purpofe. 


F 
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POSTSCRIPT ; 


O  INCE  the  Writing  of  this  Pamphlet,  I 
Zj  find  the  Apothecaries  are  applying  to 
Parliament,  for  a  Redrefs  to  the  Evil  it  was 
defigned  to  expofe.  On  which  Occafion  I 
think  myfelf  bound  to  declare,  that  I  had 
wrote  it  long  before  I  received  any  Notice  of 
fuch  a  Defign  being  on  Foot,  and  intended 
to  publifh  it  about  the  fame  Time  the  Phar¬ 
macopeia  came  out.  Nor  has  this  any  Con¬ 
nexion  with  their  Proceedings  ;  not  having 
communicated  either  my  Writing  or  Publiffi- 
ing  it  to  any  one  of  them  ;  and  being,  as  the 
Author  of  it,  at  this  Time,  an  abfolute  Stran¬ 
ger  to  all  of  them.  I  do  not  know  the  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  Bill  defigned,*  any  farther  than 
what  the  Votes  mention  *,  and  from  fome  Re¬ 
ports  which  have  come  to  my  Ears.  I  ap¬ 
prehend  that  Difficulties  will  be  found,  Objec¬ 
tions  ftarted,  and  perhaps  a  powerful  Oppo- 
fition,  made  by  Perfons,  who  may  have  an 
Intereft  fo  to  do.  But  I  hope,  now  the  Thing 
is  fet  on  Foot,  the  Wifdom  of  Parliament, 
without  Regard  to  the  Artifices  or  Interefts  of 
any  Set  or  Sets  of  Men,  the  Petitioners  or  their 
Opponents ,  will  exert  itfelf  for  the  Good  of  the 
Public,  and  frame  fome  equitable  and  effectual 
Law,  to  this  moll  necefiary  and  falutary  Pur- 
pofe. 

finis . 
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